seeds, the activity of which is such as to render it not unlikely that in no large quantity they might prove fatal. Less attention, however, has hitherto been paid by practitioners and toxicologists to the properties of this plant than it appears to deserve. For it seems highly probable that almost every part of it is more or less poisonous ; and an occurrence, which came incidentally under my notice a few months ago, has satisfied me, to my great surprise, that on the one hand the activity of one part of its organization is very intense, and on the other, that its deleterious effects are so familiar to unprofessional persons in some parts of this country, as actually to have led to its being made use of for criminal purposes.
Theamount of knowledge at presentpossessedon the subject may be summed up in a few words. In the last edition of my Treatise on Poisons it has been arranged under the narcotico-acrid class of poisons ; and the following brief account given of the properties of its seeds. " The deleterious properties of the seeds are well known to the vulgar of this country ; 
